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Looking ahead & 
seizing 

opportunities

Community Rail Conference 2021



1. Digitally-enabled & hybrid engagement

• Build on new ways of  working

• Blend on- and off-line 
engagement

• Inclusion and diversity at the fore

> Annual planning, advice,                              
signposting

> Specialist advice and resources
> Sharing your good practice

https://communityrail.org.uk/resources-ideas/reports-resources-tools/marketing-and-communications/


2. Partnership working

• Seize on appetite for working together

• Contribute unique transport/mobility 
knowledge

• Work with experts to engage young 
people & marginalised groups

• Joint funding bids/sponsorship

> Use our partnerships/networks
> Youth engagement report

https://communityrail.org.uk/youth-engagement-in-rail/


3. The power of  community

• Heightened appreciation of  the local

• Celebrate volunteering and our place               
within communities

• Champion small businesses

• Build media & communications links

> Leverage off  our PR campaigns 
> Impact tracking tool
> Communicating community rail report 

https://communityrail.org.uk/events-training/training-development/impact-activity-tracking-tool/
https://communityrail.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/CommunicatingCommunityRail-researchreport-2017.pdf


4. Rail as the backbone of  sustainable travel

• Growing climate awareness; transport       
decarbonisation; COP26

• Position public transport & active travel 
as the natural choice

• Integration with walking, cycling, bus 
& shared mobility development

> Forthcoming toolkit of  promo materials
> Series of  webinars
> Integration grants + support + toolkit
> Working with rail partners on recovery

https://communityrail.org.uk/resources-ideas/funding-advice/funding-available/
https://communityrail.org.uk/resources-ideas/reports-resources-tools/station-resources/connected-stations-a-station-travel-planning-toolkit/


5. Days out and UK holidays 

• Bringing on board new leisure passengers 
to rebuild patronage, promote inclusive 
access to leisure, and reduce polluting 
car/air journeys

• Engaging and listening, to break down 
barriers

> Advice + signposting + resources
> Utilise Scenic Rail Britain 
> Community Rail Discovery Day, 30 June (tbc)

https://communityrail.org.uk/resources-ideas/reports-resources-tools/tourism-leisure-heritage/
https://communityrail.org.uk/resources-ideas/scenic-rail-britain/


6. Creativity, confidence & story-
telling 

• We all miss getting together and 
having fun

• Creativity and story-telling can rebuild 
self-worth, pride, togetherness

• …And create ownership towards rail 

> Sharing your wonderful examples
> Webinar on this topic
> Social inclusion report

https://communityrail.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/ACoRP-CRSI2018.pdf


Let’s seize on 
this ‘moment of  
change’



Keep safe & well

Let us know how 
you’re doing 

And how we can 
help

communityrail.org.uk/
about-us/meet-the-team/


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9

