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Railway 200
Be part of the journey 
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What are we 
celebrating?

27 September 2025 
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A year-long national 
celebration in 2025 
of the 200th

anniversary of the 
modern railway.
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Past
Present
Future

Avanti West Coast Network Rail
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Telling the story 
through four 
key themes.

Avanti West Coast
Avanti West Coast

LNER
Watercress Line
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How it will work 

Railway 200 is the umbrella

Our partnership-led approach will 
encourage local activity to create a 
year-long campaign, supported by 

several nationally-led initiatives

National Programme

Rail Industry Activity

Cultural & Tourism 
Partnerships 

Heritage Railways 

S&DR200

Locally Led Activity

International Activity
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Who’s on board
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Supporting a better profile for rail

The National Programme

• Branding 
• Marketing Tool Kit 
• Campaign Website
• Social media
• PR & Communications 
• Broadcast Programming
• Commemorative Merchandise
• Commemorative Partnerships 
• National Charity Partnership 
• Railway 200 Exhibition Train

Our role 
• Managing relationships with stakeholders
• Coordinating activities on a national scale
• Leveraging the UK-wide reach of industry to 

support local and regional events

We are unable to provide funding 

Forever Forward
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What’s coming 
down the track in 
2025?

COMING 
DOWN THE 

TRACK

Avanti West Coast
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S&DR200

A festival celebrating the birth of the modern railway, 
March to November 2025

Step McGovern hosted 
the public launch of 
S&DR200 and Railway 200 
at the Hippodrome in 
Darlington (19 Sept).
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● Alstom’s Derby Litchurch Lane Works to host the 
largest temporary gathering of rolling stock and 
railway-related items in a generation 

12

The Greatest GatheringThe Greatest Gathering 
(Friday 1 – Sunday 3 August 2025)

Polmadie 150 (Glasgow)
(Date TBC)

● Site opened on 16 September 1875 (September 
2025)

● Located around two miles south-east of Glasgow 
Central, the Alstom depot is currently the main 
base of the iconic Caledonian Sleeper service, 
where it is maintained and cleaned by over 100 
staff who provide a round-the-clock service
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‘Inspiration’ carriage illustrations

Your Railway Future 
(careers carriage)
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‘Inspiration’ carriage illustrations

Wonderlab on Wheels (STEM Carriage)
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‘Inspiration’ carriage illustrations

Railway Firsts Carriage
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Tourism

Blue Badge Guides 
want to connect with 
Community Rail 
Partnerships 
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Thanks for your support…
Railway 200 involvement in Community Rail Awards in March

Railway 200-themed Community Rail Week in May

Community Rail Lancashire are working with the Girl Guides to 
produce a Railway 200 badge focusing on STEM.

The Southeast Communities Rail Partnership will be producing 200 
‘blue plaques’ to celebrate 200 people connected to its railway lines

A celebration, in July, of the Heart of Wales Line by the Heart of 
Wales Community Rail Partnership

The Heart of England Community Rail Partnership will be working 
with local artists and schools to produce a celebratory banner

Greater Anglia is liaising with Community Rail Partnerships and others 
in the region to organise a range of Railway 200 related activities in 
2025



RAILWAY 200 18

OFFICIAL

18

How the national campaign can 
support you
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Put your event on our map

30 entries and counting
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Download our 
partner toolkit
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Put your news in our 
Stakeholder newsletter

Database over 1,000 people
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OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE-COMMERCIAL

LET’S MAKE 
HISTORYtogether


