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Railway 200
CRN Webinar, 22 November 2024
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Agenda

22 November 2024

• Campaign updates 

• Opportunities to support the campaign

• Building momentum and profile 

• Your support

• Call to actions
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Campaign update

Railway 200
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Lead up to launch 

November

Railway 200 logo to be included on 
printed National Rail maps (26.11)

Railway 200 at Heritage Railway 
Association conference

Railway 200 at Railway Industry 
Association Conference 

Railway 200 at Institute of Tourist 
Guiding AGM

Launch (call out) for Great Rail Tale 
stories 

Re-publishing of Christian Wolmar’s 
Fire and Steam

December

Public announcement of RW200 Charity 
Partnership at Waterloo (4.12)

Railway 200 at EVCOM Fellowship Awards - 
House of Lords

Visit to UK from Japanese officials, hosted 
by DfT – Lord Hendy to include RW200 in 
speech and Emma R presenting (9.12)

Round-up of planned activity for 2025

Updated website with built-out timeline 
and more careers info

Longest Serving Railway Family story (press 
release)

Launch of Royal Mint Annual Coin Set (27 
Dec)

January

Heritage railways (national and international) 
coordinating a “Whistle-Up” at midday 
(inviting TOCs and public to take part. (01.01)

Announcement of plans for ‘Inspiration’ 
(Exhibition Train) TBC

Railway 200 themed Great British Rail Sale

Institute of Civil Engineers to launch series of 
regional events

Launch of Railway 200 merchandise range

Severn Valley Railway Gala Event 

Launch ART UK competition 
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What’s on…

Our interactive map shows events taking place

Happening Now

Young Railway Photographer of the year competitions – National Railway Museum

Write on Track Writing Competition – Stop Hear Write

Wylam Winter Tales Railway 200 Community Art Project

Starting in 2025

01 January – Whistle Up

20 January – The future of rail freight (CILT)

w/c 20 January – launch of online competition to choose favourite UK rail art

31 January – Arlo’s Adventures Through Time – Railway 200 Special edition launch 

25 February – Railway 200 Poetry and Prose Project 

27 February – Railway Children Sleepout

28 March – Launch of Girl Guide Railway 200 Badge 

29 March – Opening of nine-month S&DR200 Festival 

20 April – Railway 200 at Yeovil Railway Centre

11 May – Micheldever Station – the community created by the railway 

June-August – Railway 200 at Bluebell Festival

1-3 August – Alstom's Greatest Gathering in Derby, the new home of the railways

Year Long Event Series 

National Railway Museum 50th birthday

North Yorkshire Moors Railway

200 Blue Plaques – Southeastern Communities Rail Partnership

Transport for Wales

Telford Steam Railway 

Passengers and Pioneers – stories from passengers along S&DR railway

Cuckoo Line Gala
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World's favourite UK rail art

Partnership with Art UK – www.artuk.org

• Launch w/c 20 January with longlist of 200 UK-wide rail art items

• Announce 20 most popular on 15 April (World Art Day). Launch 

curated exhibition of top 20 and 2nd stage of 'competition'

• Announce 'winner' on 9 June (George Stephenson's Birthday)

• Curated exhibition remains on Art UK website until end of 

anniversary year

• Encourage people to travel by train to view art in local galleries 

and museums

http://www.artuk.org/
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TV opportunities, including ...

Rail stories, locations, creativity ...

• TV programming becoming increasingly interested in rail's big 

anniversary

• Includes:

o BBC 1 One Show

o BBC Breakfast

o BBC MasterChef – amateur, professional and celebrity

o BBC Radio 2 '21st Century Folk'

• BBC 2-part 1-hour documentary with Portillo already confirmed

• Other opportunities being explored on behalf of the rail industry to 

reframe how rail is perceived
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‘Inspiration’
The Railway 200 Exhibition Train
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Opportunities to support the campaign

Opportunity
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Whistle Up

12 noon, 01 January 2025

Tell us if you are taking part, send us your photos and images, post on social media

Opportunity
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200 Great Rail Tales

Share your story with us

• 200 Great Rail Tales is engaging, 

moving, funny and often surprising 

stories about our railway. 5-10 

minutes

• Audience of passengers, heritage 

enthusiasts, stakeholders, staff 

and future staff.

• Stories cover passenger, freight 

and heritage railway. 

• https://railway200.co.uk/get-

involved/your-railway-story/

Opportunity

https://railway200.co.uk/get-involved/your-railway-story/
https://railway200.co.uk/get-involved/your-railway-story/
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BBC Radio 2

21st Century Folk

• Radio 2 is looking for 5 personalities with rail stories to tell. 
• Ideally a diverse mix of people. 
• No prior profile needed.  
• It’s all about the story, but the storytellers should be extrovert or confident enough to tell 

their story and be interviewed on primetime national radio.
• The chosen five would be introduced to songwriters who would compose and perform 

the story.  
• The creative journey is recorded and filmed.
• Potential songwriters include Bellowhead (who even I’ve heard of), the MacColl family 

and the legendary Peggy Seager.

The series gets widespread coverage across Radio 2, inc the drivetime Jeremy Vine show, 
and in folk magazines. Indicative timeline would be:

• By end January – identify longlist of about 20 people, who BBC would meet and sift
• Feb/Mar – chosen 5 are introduced to their songwriters
• Apr/May/June – songs are developed and recorded
• End July/early Aug – songs and stories are launched, broadcast and publicised  (last 

year the launch was at the Sidmouth Folk Festival.  Next year it could be a rail venue).

Opportunity
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National Railway Museum

Celebrations at National Railway Museum

Photographs must include at least one person as a subject 
and permission must be granted from both the photographer 
and those featured. Digital copies only should be emailed, 
along with a short description and the approximate year it 
was taken, to: 50years@railwaymuseum.org.uk

Opportunity

mailto:50years@railwaymuseum.org.uk
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Young Photographer of the Year. Closes 31 Jan 25

Young Railway Photographer of the Year – now live

More info at www.youngrailphotographeroftheyear.co.uk

Theme is Railway 200, entrants aged 25 and under Please promote 

in your channels 

and networks.

Opportunity

http://www.youngrailphotographeroftheyear.co.uk/
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Charity Partnership 

Launching in early December 2024

• First time all railway charities 

come together for joint 

campaign

• National partner delivers scale, 

reach and new audiences

• Fundraising kit to support 

partners

• Activations include quizzes 

and walks
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Building momentum and profile
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Rail News
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Rail 
Director

Out this week
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Heritage 
Railway
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Rail Staff 
(Sept/Oct)
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BBC Travel

Follow up article planned for March (clocks going forward)
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Thank you for your support
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Institute of Tourist Guiding 
AGM (14 November)

Team arranged for Christian Wolmar to deliver the 
keynote speech, and his book signing was a sell out! 

Railway 200 team was joined at 

the event by Alice Mannion from 

Community Rail Network who are 

supporting tourist guides through 

their community rail partnership 

network. 
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Thanks for your support…

Railway 200 involvement in Community Rail Awards in March

Railway 200-themed Community Rail Week in May

Community Rail Lancashire are working with the Girl Guides to 
produce a Railway 200 badge focusing on STEM.

The Southeast Communities Rail Partnership will be producing 200 
‘blue plaques’ to celebrate 200 people connected to its railway lines

A celebration, in July, of the Heart of Wales Line by the Heart of 
Wales Community Rail Partnership

The Heart of England Community Rail Partnership will be working 
with local artists and schools to produce a celebratory banner

Greater Anglia is liaising with Community Rail Partnerships and others 
in the region to organise a range of Railway 200 related activities in 
2025
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Get example of partner support and visibility 

Dedicated Railway 200 page on their 

website and a separate Railway 200 

category for all stories.

National branding and images until they start 

generating our own content.

https://www.southeastcrp.org/railway-200/
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Scenic Rail 
Britian

Tourism and sustainable 
travel

https://scenicrailbritain.com/
campaigns/railway-200/
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Community Rail Network

Campaign support, encouraging CRP’s to get involved
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Essex Community Rail 
Partnership

Platforms for Change (Lawford Cubs), 200 
trains for 200 years 

Shared by Jane Stewart

Challenge1: Fill a sheet of paper with 200 
trains 

Challenge 2: Designing trains of the future 
– what would the railway look like in 200 
years' time 
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Call to actions 
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Put your event on our map

70 entries and counting
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Download our 

partner toolkit
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Register for monthly 
newsletter & share stories

1,100+ people registered so far.  
Many more needed
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LET’S MAKE 

HISTORYtogether
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