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[insert region e.g. East Midlands] community group shortlisted for prestigious national award

Local community group, [insert partnership/group/volunteer name], has been shortlisted for a Community Rail Award, a national accolade that celebrates the inspiring work of community rail partnerships and station volunteer groups across Britain.

The [partnership/group/volunteer] is a finalist in the [insert category name] category for its work on [insert brief description of the project, initiative or volunteer’s work], which has helped to [insert short impact statement e.g. ‘bring people together, improve station environments, and promote sustainable travel’].

The Community Rail Awards, now in its 21st year, celebrate the remarkable contributions of local groups and volunteers who transform stations into welcoming, inclusive spaces and connect communities with rail travel. Their efforts play a crucial role in promoting sustainable transport, reducing isolation, and ensuring communities have a voice in shaping their railways.

This year’s winners will be revealed at a prestigious ceremony in Derby on Thursday 19 March 2026, bringing together leaders from across the rail industry and community sectors.

Organised by Community Rail Network and headline partnered by East Midlands Railway, the Awards showcase a wide range of initiatives that foster social inclusion, encourage greener travel, empower communities, and support local economies. The event highlights how community rail builds connections and creates positive change, benefiting communities and often transforming lives.

[Insert spokesperson name & role e.g. Jane Bloggs, Chair at Midlands Community Rail Partnership officer or volunteer]: [example quote feel free to use or replace with your own] “We’re thrilled to be recognised for our work in [insert project details]. This shortlisting is a testament to the dedication of our volunteers and partners who work tirelessly to make a positive difference in our community.”

Jools Townsend, chief executive of Community Rail Network, said: “2025 is a very special year for community rail and the wider railway industry, and we’re delighted to see so many inspiring award entries showcasing amazing people, projects and initiatives from across our growing, grassroots movement.

“Huge congratulations to [insert partnership/group/volunteer name] for being shortlisted. We’re looking forward to joining them and our community rail colleagues and industry partners to celebrate their hard work, positivity, and dedication at our Awards evening in March.”

Ends

Notes to editors

1. Community rail is a grassroots movement spanning Britain that is made up of community rail partnerships, which work along whole railway lines or in specific regions, and volunteer station ‘friends’ or ‘adoption’ groups to connect communities with their railways.

1. There are more than 75 community rail partnerships and 1,300 station friends volunteer groups across Britain.
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