Social media suggested posts – Days Out by Rail
Please see below suggestions for posts to include on your social media channels during August to help spread key messages and amplify your work. We’ve listed the suggestions by theme and detailed what week we will be focus on each theme, however this is just a guide and you can post these messages at any time.
Helpful tips:
· In any post, please include the campaign hashtag: #DaysOutByRail
· From these posts you can direct people to your website or ScenicRailBritain.com/DaysOut 
· If you mention a local attraction, tourism business or train operating company be sure to tag them in so they can repost too.
· A photograph or video works really well in catching a reader’s eye online. Be sure to include a photo or video relevant to what you’re posting for maximum impact – ensure you have the relevant permission and provide a photo/video credit where needed.
For more advice please contact our comms team. 
Example posts
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For advice on how to promote your activities on social media, please contact:
Erin Kelly, Comms & marketing officer: erin@communityrail.org.uk
This year community rail content will be aligned with three themes:

· Local Family Favourites - showcasing community rail members' local knowledge to highlight hidden gems, unique attractions and off-the-beaten-track family days out.
· Summer Family Days Out for Less featuring affordable and free places to visit, alongside practical tips on travelling for less, including Railcards, advance fares and shorter journeys.
· Taste Your Way by Rail - celebrating food and drink experiences that can be reached by train, including shining a spotlight on community rail food and drink trails.
Mitigating negative comments
With any social media presence there is always a chance to receive negative comments. It is up to you how you would prefer to handle these types of comments, however we find the advice from the Third Sector Network to be a helpful guide. Below is an example post you could use, if relevant, feel free to adjust to your own tone:
Whatever the current situation regarding rail travel, we cannot underestimate the value of our railways to the lifeblood of the country and the important and unique role they play in our history and our future. We are therefore proud to get behind the #DaysOutByRail campaign.
For more advice, please see our social media guidance here or revisit our design skills for social media webinar.
	
Some of these social media examples may need to be adjusted, depending on the channel you are posting on. For more advice on this please get in touch with our comms team.
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	Topic & dates
	Example posts

	Campaign launch

1-3 August
	We’re celebrating #DaysOutByRail with our #CommunityRail family!
Over the next few weeks, we’ll be sharing inspiring ideas for day trips, short breaks, and longer stays - all by train. Whether you're after a scenic walk, a hidden gem, or a family-friendly adventure, we’ve got you covered. Make sure you’re following us to keep an eye out for suggestions near [insert station or line name] and explore more on our website: [insert web address]

	
	We’re proud to work alongside our communities year-round to champion rail travel and sustainable tourism. Today, we’re excited to support the launch of the nationwide #DaysOutByRail campaign—encouraging people to discover Britain’s hidden gems via #CommunityRail lines.
Find out more about our tourism and leisure initiatives here: [insert web address].

	
	#DaysOutByRail is here! Over the next few weeks we’re proud to support this nationwide #CommunityRail campaign, showcasing places to visit and things to do car-free. Make sure you’re following us to keep an eye out for suggestions near [insert station or line name] and explore more on our website: [insert web address]

	Local family favourites
	All aboard for family fun! We’re celebrating #DaysOutByRail by shining a light on family adventures loved by locals.
From [insert local gem] to [insert another], our area is full of brilliant hidden treasures, just waiting to be explored by train. Whether you're planning a day out or a weekend escape, there's something for everyone.
Discover your next adventure: [insert web address]

	
	Looking for a family day out that’s easy, fun, and car-free? Hop on the train to [insert destination] via [insert line/station] and enjoy [insert activity—e.g., a nature trail, museum, or picnic spot]. Loved by locals, perfect for little explorers! Find out more: [insert web address]
#DaysOutByRail #CommunityRail #FamilyAdventures

	
	Did you know many of our #CommunityRail projects help create family-friendly spaces at stations and along the line? [insert examples of station initiatives here such as ‘from art trails to storytelling benches’], there’s more than just a journey waiting for you. Discover how rail brings communities together: [insert web address]
#DaysOutByRail #FamilyFunByTrain

	
	Looking for something different to do with the kids this #summerholiday? Why not take them to [insert highlights of places to visit easily by train nearby]. All within easy reach of the train station to make your #DaysOutByRail greener. See more suggestions here: [insert web address]

	Summer family days out for less 
	Looking for a low-cost family day out? Hop on the train to [insert destination] via [insert line/station] and enjoy [insert activity—e.g., beach day, park picnic, museum visit]. Make new memories with the family and go by train. Explore more: [insert web address] #DaysOutByRail #FamilyAdventures

	
	Only a short walk from [insert station] you’ll reach [insert place to visit]. From here you can [insert what you can do here] and best of all its [free/only £XX]. Grab yourself an advanced train ticket and make memorable moments for less. Find out more [insert web address] #DaysOutByRail

	
	#DaysOutByRail don’t have to be pricey. We’ve got [insert free entry attractions/activities near your line/station] all within easy access of the railway. Grab yourself an advanced train ticket and have a purse-friendly day out by rail. Find out more [insert web address]

	
	Sometimes the best days out are the simplest. Pack a picnic, grab a railcard, and take the train to [insert scenic spot]. It’s the perfect way to unwind, reconnect, and explore, without breaking the bank. Find out more: [insert web address]
#DaysOutbyRail #SlowTravel

	Taste your way by rail
	Looking for your next delicious day out? Leave the car behind and discover fantastic food and drink experiences by train.
From independent cafés and artisan bakeries to local breweries, farm shops and award-winning restaurants, our [insert name of trail] celebrates the very best local flavours, all within easy reach of the station. Hop on board, support local businesses and enjoy a sustainable day out. [insert web address]
#DaysOutByRail #CommunityRail #TravelByTrain #SupportLocal

	
	We’re celebrating #DaysOutByRail by showcasing our wonderful foodie guide [insert name of trail/guide]. Uncover some local favourites and hidden gems to enjoy great food, great places and greener travel when you go by train. Plan your next foodie adventure here: [insert web address]. #DaysOutByRail #CommunityRail

	
	Sometimes the best days out are about discovering a favourite local café, a welcoming pub, an independent bakery or a family-run restaurant that's just a short walk from the station. We're proud to have so many fantastic local food and drink businesses in our community. Why not take the train, explore the area and support a local favourite while enjoying a great day out?
Where's your favourite place to eat near the railway? Let us know in the comments!
#DaysOutByRail [insert web address]

	
	Next time you take the train, why not make time to stop off at [venue name], just [a short walk from/across the road from/next to] the station? Whether you're calling in for a coffee, enjoying lunch with friends or treating yourself to something sweet, it's a great way to support a fantastic local business while making the most of a day out by rail.
Have you visited before? We'd love to hear what you'd recommend or share your favourite dish in the comments! #DaysOutByRail #CommunityRail #SupportLocal

	Generic campaign messages
	We’re proud to shine a spotlight on all the delightful #DaysOutByRail you can have near to our station/along our route. Take a look at suggestions here:  [insert web link]

	
	#CommunityRail partnerships and station volunteer groups (just like us) engage more than 16,000 people a year in activities to promote rail and sustainable tourism. Take a look at some of our work here: [insert web address] #DaysOutByRail

	
	There’s so much to explore when you take the train to [insert station name] including [insert some highlights of what is near to the station]. Best of all taking the train is one of the greenest ways to travel, so you’ll be helping the environment too #DaysOutByRail
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